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To the Editor, LO Review

What we will one day say…….

We were given the opportunity to educate our children - We chose to mortgage their futures, to encumber them with oppressive debt, and to leave them vulnerable to death and torture at the hands of newly-created enemies.

We were given the opportunity for solvency - We chose bankruptcy.
We were given the opportunity for an equitable, progressive system of taxation - We chose to reward those most well-off.

We were given the opportunity for more and better-paying jobs - We chose outsourcing.

We were given the opportunity for health - We chose sickness.
We were given the opportunity for less expensive drugs - We chose to enrich the already-overflowing coffers of the pharmaceutical companies.

We were given the opportunity to safeguard social security and honor our senior citizens - We chose to gamble their final years on the whims of the marketplace.
We were given the opportunity to secure our ports and our nuclear and chemical facilities - We chose to cave in to industry’s call for deregulation.
We were given the opportunity for sound science - We chose pseudoscience and a return to the ideological rantings of the Dark Ages.
We were given the opportunity for a healthier environment - We chose air pollution and global warming.
We were given the opportunity to save our forests and our fellow creatures - We chose extinction.
We were given the opportunity to grant women the respect and autonomy they deserve - We chose to dismantle their reproductive rights.
We were given the opportunity for tolerance - We chose bigotry.

We were given the opportunity for renewed international respect - We chose isolationism.

We were given the opportunity to show the world that the US is a nation of wise, empathic, peacemakers, not a nation of xenophobic, religious zealots enamored of the rapture and the apocalypse.
We were given the opportunity for peace - We chose war.

Instead of showing wisdom and humility, and offering hope to our own and the world’s people in one of humanity’s darkest hours, we told the rest of the world that we are right and we are mighty – anyone familiar with Greek mythology or the plays of Shakespeare knows that such hubris always foreshadows the destruction of individuals and civilizations.
We have endorsed an utterly unjust corporate plutocracy, dressed up as a fundamentalist Christian theocracy. The Jesus of those who have chosen our course as a nation bears no resemblance to the social justice activist of the Bible, who advocated the redistribution of wealth from rich to poor, healed the sick, valued children, respected the elderly, fed the hungry, walked with “sinners” and the downtrodden, preached compassion, and lived his entire life as a message of peace to the world.
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